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Graham McCann : A Very Courageous Decision: The Inside Story of Yes Minister  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Very Courageous Decision: The Inside Story of 
Yes Minister: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. If you love the show this is the book for you.By Ira B. SteinbergIf 
you love the show you will love this book. Great insights into the writing, the production and the actors. Thoroughly 
enjoyed it and will read it again.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Yes Minister - indeedBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1781311897


phizThoroughly well researched and definitive 'biography' of this excellent British comedy. An absolute must read for 
any fan of this highly acclaimed show.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. what a great book!By Robert 
and Jo Anna Oldaniexcellent book with so much information and insight to the two tv series....loved it!

The behind-the-scenes storyÿof one of the most successful and admired sitcoms of the 1980sIn 1977 the BBC 
commissionedÿa new satiricalÿsitcom set in Whitehall. Production ofÿits firstÿseries was stalled, however, by 
theÿdeath throesÿofÿJim Callaghan's Labour government andÿthe 'Winter of Discontent';ÿAuntieÿbeing unwilling to 
broadcast such an overtly politicalÿcomedy until after the general electionÿof 1979. That Yes Minister should have 
been delayed by theÿveryÿevents that helped bring Margaret Thatcher to power is, perhaps, fitting. Overÿthree series 
from 1980 - and two more as Yes, Prime Minister until 1988 -ÿtheÿshowÿmercilesslyÿlampoonedÿtheÿvanity, self-
interest and incompetenceÿof our so-called public servants, makingÿitsÿhapless minister Jim Hacker andÿhis 
scheming Permanent Secretary Sir Humphrey two of the most memorableÿcharacters British comedy has ever 
produced. The new prime minister professed it her favouriteÿtelevision programme - a 'textbook' on the Stateÿin 
inactionÿ- and millions of British viewers agreed.ÿIn the years sinceÿYes Ministerÿhasÿbecome aÿnational treasure: 
SirÿHumphrey'sÿslippery circumlocutionsÿhaveÿenteredÿthe lexicon,ÿregularly quoted by political commentators, 
andÿthe series'ÿcynical vision ofÿgovernment seems as credible now as it did thirty years ago.Much of this success can 
be credited to its writers, Antony Jayÿand Jonathan Lynn, whoÿdrew on their contacts in Westminster 
toÿreworkÿgenuine political folly as situation comedy. Storylinesÿthatÿseemed absurdÿto theÿpublic were often rooted 
inÿactual events -ÿso much so that theyÿoccasionally attracted theÿscrutiny of Whitehall mandarins.ÿÿIn A Very 
Courageous Decision acclaimed entertainment historian Graham McCannÿgoes in searchÿofÿtheÿreal political 
fiascosÿthat inspired Yes Minister.ÿDrawing on fresh interviews with cast, crew, politiciansÿandÿadmirers, heÿreveals 
howÿa subversive satire captured theÿmood of its time to become one of theÿmost cherished sitcomsÿof Thatcher's 
Britain.

'It is rare to find an academic study in which there is such clearly felt affection for its subject and its protagonists. 
McCann takes us, in unobtrusive displays of intelligently practical criticism, through large numbers of the series’ 
funniest and sharpest scenes, balancing judiciously what he has to say about Prime Minister Jim Hacker as opposed to 
the actor, gallant and lovable Paul Eddington, and just as tactfully playing the character of Sir Humphrey Appleby off 
against Sir Nigel Hawthorne.ÿAmong the great pleasures of this book is simply to rediscover the splendid jokes. 
Shrewd and excellent book.'ÿ 


