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N. T. P. Murphy : A Wodehouse Handbook: Vol. 2 the Words of Wodehouse  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Wodehouse Handbook: Vol. 2 the Words of 
Wodehouse: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Tour de force reference workBy FSheridanThis is THE best 
Wodehouse resource there is (I rank it just a bit above Daniel Garrison's wonderful "Who's Who in Wodehouse" and 
"The Millenium Wodehouse Concordance" by Tony Ring and Geoffrey Jaggard.) I have the 1st edition and will be 
purchasing this edition also - my current edition is pretty dog-eared from constant use. It is such a handy reference, 
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and not just for Wodehouse books, but for other books of the era during which Wodehouse wrote.There's a reason why 
Wodehouse enthusiasts the world over call Norman Murphy "The Man Who Knows Almost Everything" - and this is 
one of them.

Did people really speak like Bertie Wooster? Who was the celebrated Maisie? What does a Jubilee watering trough 
look like? Where is Loose Chippings? What was "Just Like Mother Makes"? Where does "the exile from home 
splendour dazzles in vain" come from? What was a gazeka? Why was Bertie Wooster more to be pitied than censured? 
When did young men-about-town start saying "What"? How did Bosher Street get its name? While P.G. Wodehouse's 
way with words has long set a standard for literary humour, much in his writing puzzles the modern reader. Volume 
Two of A Wodehouse Handbook answers many of the questions that arise when reading Wodehouse - especially the 
constant flow of quotations and deliberate misquotations that he used so skilfully. These range from the Bible and the 
Greek and Latin writers he knew so well, through Geoffrey Chaucer to writers like Ogden Nash and Mickey Spillane. 
Often he incorporated them into his stories so cunningly that the reader sometimes does not recognise them as 
quotations at all. Wodehouse also made a point of being up to date. From his first book in 1902 to his last in 1975, 
there are topical jokes, catchphrases, advertisements of the time and extracts from popular songs which everyone 
recognised when the books were published. In this volume, Norman Murphy explains the many references to people, 
places, and events that were appreciated by contemporary readers but are often mystifying today. He also identifies for 
us the myriad quotations that abound in Wodehouse's books and the songs, advertisements and long-forgotten 
catchphrases that Wodehouse used over seventy-five years. His findings, covering an extraordinary range of language 
and usage, from Aristotle to Variety magazine, will be of interest to all book-lovers and add to their appreciation and 
enjoyment of Wodehouse's superb writing.


