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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. GigsBy bongoMemoir of a semi-employed American male in the 
90's. It's the recollections of the many jobs he had, such as crab fisherman, fish cutter, mover, restaraunt associate 
manager, etc.It's a funny book. Levison has a cynical/skeptical outlook on the business world. You might be familiar 
with the tone from Dilbert.Having worked at some of these jobs also, his descriptions or temp, seasonal, low paying 
work struck me as accurate, with urine tests, unpaid overtime (at the restaraunt), dress codes, crazy bosses, unrealistic 
schedules, etc. He's kind of like the guy at the bar you can talk to about how screwed up your job is.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. The Best Example in the World of Why Not To Get an English DegreeBy 
Frederick S. GoethelHad the author of this very funny book not written this book, I suspect he would still be surviving 
on the low wage/hard work jobs that he engaged in and discusses in the book. The litany of jobs that the author held is 
impressive and a perfect example of why certain college degrees are, in the words of the author, "$40,000 fly 
swatters."Not only is the book laugh out loud funny, but it can be a good example for teens. I would read it again for 
the laughs involved, but would also recommend it to college bound teens that are looking into degrees that have 
questionable marketability.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. drudgeBy Henri TheureauAn American's 
experience of different jobs, including a hair-rising spell in Alaska fisheries. The American ethic of work takes a 
bashing in this book where most jobs are exhausting, frustrating, downright dumb, and mostly underpaid. Plus it's one 
of the funniest books ever written on this subject: to make a reader laugh about tragic circumstances might well be the 
epitome of humour.

All Iain Levison really wants is a steady paycheck, cable television, and the possibility of a date on Saturday night. 
But after blowing $40,000 on an English degree, he can’t find the first, can’t afford the second, and can’t even imagine 
what woman would consent to the third. So he embarks on a time-honored American tradition: scoring a few dead-end 
jobs until something better comes along. The problem is, it never does.A Working Stiff's Manifesto is a laugh-out-loud 
memoir of one man’s quest to stay afloat. From the North Carolina piedmont to the Alaskan waters, Levison’s odyssey 
takes him on a cross-country tour of wage labor: gofer, oil deliveryman, mover, fish cutter, restaurant manager, cable 
thief, each job more mind-numbing than the last. A Working Stiff's Manifesto will resonate with anyone who has ever 
suffered a demeaning job, worn a name badge, or felt the tyranny of the time clock.

"Bracing, hilarious and dead on." —The New York Times Book “[Levison’s] slacker ethos and deadpan delivery 
make reading Manifesto a job well worth taking.”—Entertainment Weekly“There is a naked, pitiless power in 
[Levison’s] work that makes [Manifesto] more valuable than the usual journal of the down-and-out in 
America.”—USA Today“Levison writes tight, punchy prose, with deadpan humor and a mixture of savvy about and 
sympathy for his fellow working stiffs.”—The Wall Street JournalFrom the Inside FlapAll Iain Levison really wants is 
a steady paycheck, cable television, and the possibility of a date on Saturday night. But after blowing $40,000 on an 
English degree, he can't find the first, can't afford the second, and can't even imagine what woman would consent to 
the third. So he embarks on a time-honored American tradition: scoring a few dead-end jobs until something better 
comes along. The problem is, it never does. "A Working Stiff's Manifesto is a laugh-out-loud memoir of one man's 
quest to stay afloat. From the North Carolina piedmont to the Alaskan waters, Levison's odyssey takes him on a cross-
country tour of wage labor: gofer, oil deliveryman, mover, fish cutter, restaurant manager, cable thief, each job more 
mind-numbing than the last. "A Working Stiff's Manifesto will resonate with anyone who has ever suffered a 
demeaning job, worn a name badge, or felt the tyranny of the time clock.From the Back Cover"Bracing, hilarious and 
dead on." —The New York Times Book “[Levison’s] slacker ethos and deadpan delivery make reading Manifesto a 
job well worth taking.”—Entertainment Weekly“There is a naked, pitiless power in [Levison’s] work that makes 
[Manifesto] more valuable than the usual journal of the down-and-out in America.”—USA Today“Levison writes 
tight, punchy prose, with deadpan humor and a mixture of savvy about and sympathy for his fellow working 
stiffs.”—The Wall Street Journal 


