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Joan Bauer : Backwater (Turtleback School Library Binding Edition) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Backwater (Turtleback School Library Binding Edition):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another Great Read! By Sandra McLeod Humphreyl am working my
way through al of Joan Bauer's books and | love this one, too! The young Ivy Breedlove is awonderful character, but
it's her Aunt Jo that I'll remember long after I've closed the book. Aunt Jo is eccentric but very real and very
memorable asis Mountain Mama. One of the things | also love about Ms. Bauer's books is that the reader learns


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1417687436

something along the way: anything from shoes to pumpkins or, in this case, a wintry mountainous trek through the
Adirondacks.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Arrived as orderedBy TIWThis book is arequired item
for my child's school. The package arrived promptly and in brand new condition. Furthermore, the cost was less than
the school bookstore. Only gave 4 stars because my son did not necessarily like the book - it was required summer
reading.0 of O people found the following review helpful. BackwaterBy Nancy L. Woodsl am a big fan of Joan Bauer
books, but | enjoyed this more than any other. It may have been the subject.

FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY . While compiling a genealogy of her family of successful
attorneys, 16-year-old history buff Ivy Breedlove treks into the mountain wilderness to interview areclusive aunt with
whom she identifies, and who in turn, helps her to truly know herself and her family.

.com There are two things you can count on in abook by Joan Bauer. One, it will make you laugh. And two, the girl
who istelling the story will be really good at something, but not something you'd expect. In Squashed, Ellie wins the
Giant Pumpkin Weigh-In. In Rules of the Road, which won the Golden Kite Award and the Los Angeles Times Book
Prize for Y oung Adult Fiction, Jenna Boller isawhiz at selling shoes. In Backwater, 1vy Breedlove resists being good
at the family tradition. For many generations the Breedloves have been successful lawyers. Among her loud and
argumentative relatives, however, lvy feelslike "agoldfish swimming in a tank stocked with snapping turtles--it's hard
to keep alasting presence." Instead, Ivy isin love with history, especially the family history sheis compiling. But a
large pieceis missing. Many years ago, her father's sister Josephine went away to be a hermit in the mountains, and
ever since, the rest of the family has referred to her scornfully as "stuck in the backwater." vy, convinced that this
"different” aunt holds the secret to her own differentness, sets out in a snowstorm to find Jo, with the help of
backslapping, slogan-spouting wilderness guide Mountain Mama. Along the way she meets with alot more adventure
and understanding than she ever anticipated--not to mention snagging an excellent boyfriend. (Ages 12 to 16) --Patty
CampbellFrom Publishers Weeklyln this compelling, though ultimately uneven outing, Bauer (Rules of the Road)
travelsto aliteral and emotional backwater, navigating the strong ties that bind-and have the potential to choke-a
proud but dysfunctional family. For generations, the Breedloves have been respected lawyers in the community, and
it's been expected-nearly demanded-that 16-year-old vy will follow in their footsteps. But Ivy feels driven to become
ahistorian and, as her first major project, she undertakes the task of compiling the Breedlove genealogy. As the family
gathersfor the holidays, Ivy's time-saving Aunt Fiona (she has her own TV show, It's About Time) skims through the
family history with avideo camera. But Ivy determines that, to make the family tree complete, she must locate long-
lost Aunt Josephine, her father's rebellious sister. Her search leads her to the Adirondacks, where she comes face-to-
face with not only Josephine, but Ivy's own fears about life as a Breedlove. In the best passages, Bauer's characters
crackle with eccentricity and exhibit glimmers of intense emotion. Mountaineering fans will also thrill at the wintry,
rugged scenery. But in the end, readers may feel lvy's adventure-and the extreme avenues taken by Josephine-to be too
far-fetched. Ages 12-up. (May) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library Journal Grade 7
UpDuring afamily reunion at Plum Lake, NY, at the beginning of the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains, teenager
Ivy Breedlove feels overwhelmed by the aggressive energy pouring forth from her relatives. Because she doesnt want
to follow the family tradition of becoming a lawyer and prefers quiet pastimes such as reading and genealogy, they are
somewhat contemptuous of her, remarking that she reminds them of crazy, mysterious Aunt Josephine, who
disappeared years ago. Upset that Aunt Fiona thinks that family history can be suitably reported on a quickly produced
videotape and totally leaving out Josephine, vy embarks on a search for the missing woman. Following this quest into
the mountains leads Ivy to engage the climbing talents of the physically powerful, worldly wise, and somehow
engaging Mountain Mama. Through blisters, storms, collapsed shelter, and shifting lake ice, Ivy struggles to reunite
her family and secure her own place within it. Bauer brings together seemingly disparate plot elements and makes
them work beautifully. Readers will feel an immediate rapport with vy, and they will come to understand, admire, and
learn from Mountain Mama and Josephine. Rich with engaging characters, alight love interest, and dramatic tension
in awell-paced plot, thisis another great read from Bauer.Cindy Darling Codell, Clark Middle School, Winchester,
KY Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



