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Jerzy Kosinski : Being There before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Being There:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. wonderful book.By KonradThere are many reviews of the book. It is
truly a superlative commentary on media and society etc. etc. and blah blah blah . Most importantly however itisa
wonderful book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. we reap what we sowBY exlibrisK osinski must have
had a crystal ball, because it is all to apparent this story could easily be applied today. Given this political year, | have


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802136346

to recommend this book to anyone who watches the talking heads on television. The main character, Chance, isthe
epitome of every "expert" ont.v.. We swallow the hitter pill of platitudes and opinions everyday on cable t.v. news and
the aftertaste is blissfully sweet. Amazingly, we ask ourselves 100 days into the next presidency and say what
happened - where's the beef? Well, I'll tell you what happened, we heard what we wanted to hear and so we bought
into it. This book tells this story well. This satire will never go out of date - it is to the point, despite the one odd aside
of ameaningless sex act, and it should be put on a mandatory reading list for political science majors.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Sparsely BrilliantBy Jeffrey SwystunThought, language, opinion and argument
truly complicate life. So it isthat avery simple person can be impressive and insightful. Such a being allows usto
interpret the complexities of life, help us find meaning, provide context. Or are we just reinterpreting or substantiating
our own long held beliefs and constructs? Kosinski wrote this novellain 1970 feeling the need to inject ajaded world
with Chauncey Gardiner's "peculiar brand of optimism™.He did this while mocking adherence to organized religion
because Chauncey is 1970's Jesus. The figure's innocence (and attraction) is corrupted by those around him. They take
and use his uniqueness for their advantage. They see what they want to see. They justify themselves by corrupting as
Chauncey exists to be sacrificed. Kosinski's style of writing is Chauncey-like, sparse yet dense.

A modern classic now available from Grove Press, Being There is one of the most popular and significant works from
awriter of international stature. It is the story of Chauncey Gardiner - Chance, an enigmatic but distinguished man
who emerges from nowhere to become an heir to the throne of a Wall Street tycoon, a presidential policy adviser, and
amediaicon. Truly "aman without qualities," Chance's straightforward responses to popular concerns are heralded as
visionary. But though everyone is quoting him, no one is sure what he'sreally saying. And filling in the blanksin his
background proves impossible. Being Thereisabrilliantly satiric look at the unreality of American media culture that
is, if anything, more trenchant now than ever.



