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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Title Doth Protest Too MuchBy William HolmesRhine's book 
features a few interesting tales, but nothing "mindblowing" for anyone who remembers high school history. This might 
be an interesting book for a student who is just beginning to suspect that he or she may have been lied to, but it 
contains few revelations for those who already know the subject. That said, it's a convenient survey for the "smallest 
room in the house," and thus I've added it to my "Bathroom Historian" List (the bar for that list is reasonably low, of 
course).5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Boring and uninteresting...By Keith B.Poorly written. 
Simple, sophomoric and boring. Barely more interesting than a grammar school history book. You'll find out more and 
more interesting facts by spending a day watching The History Channel. The author is overly impressed with his own 
statements and over uses the exclamation point "Isn't this fact EXCITING!? No, not really." to try and make things 
that are boring, everyday knowledge interesting. This book fails at all levels. The only people I could see finding any 
of this interesting are young children. You'd be better off getting it from the library and then only for the bibliography 
at the back of the book for the reference works the author used to write this.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. well, I'm blown away!By Agent 99This fascinating read is fun, educational and truly lyrical. Entertaining for 
adults and great fun and inspiration for kids. I wish they'd have taught me history like this in school.

Noting some of the more bizarre aspects of history, author Jim Rhine peers behind the veil of assumed knowledge with 
insight and humor to reveal the shocking truths, stunning ironies, and the often humorous all-too-human element 
behind many of our most recognized and cherished collective memories. With its episodic nature, Mindblowers is 
perfect for picking up browsing, and each of the essays can be read in five minutes or less, making this book the 
perfect choice for those who want their brain stimulated without having to sift through hours of boring, concentrated 
reading.

From the Inside FlapIn Mindblowers you will learn how Patrick Henry locked up his wife in the basement of their 
home until she died, how SPAM helped win World War II, why the Pilgrims only came ashore after running out of 
booze, that Leonardo da Vinci was convinced beavers bit off their own testicles, and how being an "ugly American" 
was at one time a very noble and desirable thing. These amazing stories and many others await you in Mindblowers. 
From his 10 years as a leading writer on the hit TV quiz show Jeopardy! and his lifelong hunger for some of the more 
bizarre nuggets in world history, author Jim Rhine is able to unveil what we think we know with tremendous insight 
and humor. Revealed are shocking truths, stunning ironies, and the often humorous, all-too-human element behind 
many of our most recognized and cherished collective memories. Mindblowers takes us on a laugh-filled journey 
through history by looking at some of the most bewildering and shocking events and characters over the course of 
time. From the beginnings of humanity, to the Middle Ages, to the rise of the New World and the early days of the 
United States, Mindblowers reveals the often overlooked footnotes to some of the more colorful aspects of recorded 
history. This fun, clever look at our past, present, and future will not only stimulate your brain and make you laugh, it 
will also blow your mind.About the AuthorJim Rhine is an Emmy Award–winning TV writer for Jeopardy! He lives in 
Los Angeles. 


