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Christopher Cerf, Victor S. Navasky : Mission Accomplished! Or How We Won the War in Iraq: The Experts 
Speak  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mission 
Accomplished! Or How We Won the War in Iraq: The Experts Speak: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Documentation of Hubris Run AmuckBy YodaThis book does 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1416569936


an excellent job at formally documenting the many, many ludicrous views and comments held by leading political 
statesmen and pundits that were made just before Gulf War II started through the end of 2007 (the book was published 
in the beginning of 2008). Remember all those fools who believed that the war would be self-financing, end in a week, 
bring peace and happiness to Iraq and the region or bring greater stability to the region? Well, their quotes can be 
found here with full references. Just the book needed to counter those apologists who claim these comments were 
never made or still have faith in the "logic" behind the war. On the negative side none of what is contained in the book 
is really news to anyone who has been reading anything resembling a real newspaper over the past 7 years. As of 
October 2010 it adds nothing new to the public's knowledge base. But, as stated above, the real value of the book is its 
documentation of the war proponent's views.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable -- a library's 
must haveBy DagnyThe book is a page turner of quotes by people who knew or should have known what a mess was 
being created in Iraq. To this day, our politicians say they want to pull out of Iraq when possible so as to stop the 
suffering of Americans and their families -- never a mention of the hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians who were 
killed and maimed and the 3 million Iraqi refugees who fled the violence to other countries. The extreme arrogance of 
Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, and the duping of Condi Rice and Gen. Powell is breathtaking. Even an author who I 
favored reading, Thomas Friedman, carried the administration's water with the continuous (every 6 months) "just 6 
more months". If any administration deserved to be impeached, it was this one. But no peep out of the legislature? 
Because so many of them deserve to be impeached as well. I hate to quote Bill OReilly, but what Kool Aid do these 
people drink that they think they know so much they can spend trillions in taxes and new debt and interfere or destroy 
so many lives? This book is an invaluable reference book for the lies told by Bush and his delusional minions.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Aghast, I read the book, alternately laughing and screaming.By John-David 
HughesI throughly enjoyed the book. It is amazing just how many half-truths and un-truths were exposed as well as 
the cupidity of all those responsible for allowing these things to occur. The book does not adopt any but a 
dispassionate review of what was actually said and in what context. It is an entertaining read, and in the vein of Swift, 
Twain, Vonnegut, it merely says what was said, interspesring the utterances with counterpointed facts and reality. 
Seems that "three to six months" was and is the litany repeated over and over. As political satire it accomplishes its 
aim. It is a remarkable accounting of the Administration's not-unsuccessful efforts to subvert and to redesign our 
democratic republic. In so doing, the service it provides is inestimable. The book delivers some satiric jabs, but on the 
whole the feeling of disbelief I experienced made me read and re-read page after page. As a History teacher I assign it 
as required reading now.

Mission Accomplished! Or How We Won the War in Iraq is the definitive collection -- systematically categorized, 
indexed, and footnoted for your convenience -- of authoritative misinformation, disinformation, misunderstanding, 
miscalculation, egregious prognostication, boo-boos, and just plain lies, about the Iraq War. "Never before has such a 
large and diverse group of experts been so unanimously in favor of a particular national policy as they were in the case 
of the U.S. invasion of Iraq," note Christopher Cerf and Victor Navasky, who, as co-founders of the Institute of 
Expertology, the nation's leading purveyor of expertise on expertise, were uniquely qualified to assemble this 
impressive collection. "In the face of such a consensus, we had no choice but to ask ourselves, 'Could the iron law of 
expertology -- the experts are never right -- be wrong?'" At once an entertainment, a cautionary tale, a critique of mass 
media, a reference tool, and a postwar manifesto, Mission Accomplished! presents, as no book has before, the 
collective wisdom of all those who are presumed to know what they talking about on the subject of America's 
adventure in Iraq. As this hilarious, yet depressing, volume demonstrates, they don't. From MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED! "Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. In the battle of Iraq, the United States and our allies 
have prevailed." -- President George W. Bush, May 1, 2003 "[Insurgents] pose no strategic threat to the United States 
or to the Coalition Forces." -- L. Paul Bremer III, Administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq, 
November 17, 2003 "Military action will not last more than a week." -- Bill O'Reilly, The O'Reilly Factor, January 23, 
2003 "I couldn't imagine somebody like Osama bin Laden understanding the joy of Hanukkah." -- President George 
W. Bush, at a White House menorah lighting ceremony, December 10, 2001

"All the golden oldies are here, from the title of the book itself to Rumsfeld's "freedom is untidy" to Kenneth 
Adelman's prediction that the war would be a "walk in the park" to Cheney and McCain's prediction that the Iraqis 
would greet us as "liberators." Readers may wish to do Sudoku puzzles instead of wallowing in memories of Ari 
Fleischer and WMDs. But readers who opt for Mission Accomplished may find that it pins them to their, um, seats." -- 
Salon.com"Having amassed an aircraft carrier's worth of lies about the lead-up to the invasion of Iraq, Christopher 
Cerf and Victor Navasky can now crow Mission Accomplished!. Indeed." -- Vanity Fair"Almost 25 years after the 
amusing The Experts Speak: The Definitive Compendium of Authoritative Misinformation, Victor Navasky and 
Christopher Cerf have compiled its successor, Mission Accomplished! The new book, nicely illustrated by satirist 
Robert Grossman, hangs authorities of all vocations and ideological stripes with their words about slam dunks, 
cakewalks, willing coalitions, the war's cost, Jessica Lynch, Blackwater and much more." -- Washington Post 



Express"Victor Navasky and Christopher Cerf's shrewd, lucid and tragically funny compilation of 'experts' offering 
their (erroneous, comically misguided, and even outright false) thoughts on the Iraq war...is sure to become one of the 
essential reads for those trying to remember how the Iraq fiasco came to be." -Huffington Post "All the golden oldies 
are here, from the title of the book itself to Rumsfeld's "freedom is untidy" to Kenneth Adelman's prediction that the 
war would be a "walk in the park" to Cheney and McCain's prediction that the Iraqis would greet us as "liberators." 
Readers may wish to do Sudoku puzzles instead of wallowing in memories of Ari Fleischer and WMDs. But readers 
who opt for Mission Accomplished may find that it pins them to their, um, seats."-- Salon.com"Having amassed an 
aircraft carrier's worth of lies about the lead-up to the invasion of Iraq, Christopher Cerf and Victor Navasky can now 
crow Mission Accomplished!. Indeed."-- Vanity Fair"Almost 25 years after the amusing The Experts Speak: The 
Definitive Compendium of Authoritative Misinformation, Victor Navasky and Christopher Cerf have compiled its 
successor, Mission Accomplished! The new book, nicely illustrated by satirist Robert Grossman, hangs authorities of 
all vocations and ideological stripes with their words about slam dunks, cakewalks, willing coalitions, the war's cost, 
Jessica Lynch, Blackwater and much more."-- Washington Post Express"Victor Navasky and Christopher Cerf's 
shrewd, lucid and tragically funny compilation of 'experts' offering their (erroneous, comically misguided, and even 
outright false) thoughts on the Iraq war...is sure to become one of the essential reads for those trying to remember how 
the Iraq fiasco came to be."-Huffington PostAbout the AuthorChristopher Cerf is an Emmy and Grammy award-
winning author, composer, and producer. A charter contributing editor of the National Lampoon, Cerf has written 
more than 300 songs for Sesame Street and co-edited the celebrated newspaper parody Not The New York 
Times.Victor S. Navasky is the publisher emeritus of The Nation and chairman of The Columbia Journalism . He is 
the author of the National Book Award-winner Naming Names and A Matter of Opinion. In 1984, with Mr. Cerf, he 
cofounded the Institute of Expertology.Robert Grossman's illustrations have appeared in The New York Times, The 
Nation, The New Yorker, The New York Observer, Rolling Stone, and many other publications. 


