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Paul W May : Molecules With Silly Or Unusual Names before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Molecules With Silly Or Unusual Names:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A review of molecules with silly or unusual hames by Paul W. May-
humour for chemists!By William P. PalmerA review of molecules with silly or unusual names by Paul W.
May.CITATION: May, P. W. (2008). Molecules with silly or unusual names. London: Imperial College
Press.Reviewer: Dr W. P PalmerThis book is humorous chemistry, though some will consider it to be too vulgar for
their taste. The author says that the book is for entertainment but that readers may pick up afair amount of chemical
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knowledge along the way. The basis of most entriesis that there is a correctly named chemical and that the name could
by pronunciation or slight alteration of the name or as a ‘double entendre’ be changed into a supposedly rude or funny
word. The correct chemical structure is usually given often with an explanatory picture. The storyline may be about
the molecul€' s discovery, its history or usage and is well researched.Chemicals (particularly organic chemicals) may
have complex structures; they have a systematic name based on their structure which can be very long, so workers
with those substances often call them by a shorter non-systematic name or by a set of initial letters of the systematic
name. Thisis usually where the ‘double entendre’ may be discovered. The first example in the book is ‘arsole’. The
element, arsenic, isin the same group of the periodic table as nitrogen and thus has some similarity in its compounds.
Nitrogen forms a ring compound called pyrrole, so the name ‘arsol€’ is a systematic name for the equivalent arsenic
compound.There are 176 pages with two or three molecules with silly or unusual names on each page, including
organic and inorganic chemicals and separate sections on mineral, protein and gene silly names. The chemistry of the
book is accurate, the stories are fun, but the humour on occasionsis alittle forced, at least to my taste. Who is the book
for? It would probably be for a chemist you know, who may find the book funny!BILL PALMER

“. .. it would make an excellent present for a chemist, giving hours of enjoyment over the holiday period.” Chemistry
World “This book contains even more information than is available online.. . . it's certainly afun volume to dip into.”
Science in School This popular science book shows that chemists do have a sense of humor, and this book isa
celebration of the quirky side of scientific nomenclature. Here, some molecules are shown that have unusual, rude,
ridiculous or downright silly names. Written in an easy-to-read style, anyone - not just scientists - can appreciate the
content. Each moleculeisillustrated with a photograph and/or image that relates directly or indirectly to its name and
molecular structure. Thus, the book is not only entertaining, but also educational.
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