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David Macaulay : Motel of the Mysteries  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Motel of the Mysteries: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Cute little one-joke bookBy Kid KyotoWhat will our world look like 
to future archaeologists? In this book David Macaulay takes a humorous look at the possibilities as our descendants 
explore an ancient motel and mistake a toilet seat for a headdress and so on.It's cute, nothing great but cute. And 
Macaulay's illustrations are always cool.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Sadly, a little dated for 
modern kidsBy Best in a VestI loved this book as a kid and was looking forward to sharing it with my kids. 
Unfortunately, I think it's a little dated and so the "joke" did not resonate as well. I'd recommend other books from 
Macaulay, instead. I wish he did an update!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A timeless gem. Bring it 
back!By CustomerSuch a shame this book isn't more widely circulated. Our library system no longer carried it, as it is 
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out of print. Such a classic! Great for kids using "Story of the World" and learning about history and archeology.

It is the year 4022; all of the ancient country of Usa has been buried under many feet of detritus from a catastrophe 
that occurred back in 1985. Imagine, then, the excitement that Howard Carson, an amateur archeologist at best, 
experienced when in crossing the perimeter of an abandoned excavation site he felt the ground give way beneath him 
and found himself at the bottom of a shaft, which, judging from the DO NOT DISTURB sign hanging from an archaic 
doorknob, was clearly the entrance to a still-sealed burial chamber. Carson's incredible discoveries, including the 
remains of two bodies, one of then on a ceremonial bed facing an altar that appeared to be a means of communicating 
with the Gods and the other lying in a porcelain sarcophagus in the Inner Chamber, permitted him to piece together the 
whole fabric of that extraordinary civilization.


