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Karl Shaw : The Little Book of Loony Dictators  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Little Book of Loony Dictators: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Funny material but flawedBy James D. CrabtreeThis book, 
highlighting the whacko behavior of many of the dictators of the 20th Century (with occasional nods to Franciso 
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Solano Lopez and Santa Anna), has a lot of good material but the redundancies, errors and inconsistencies which 
occasionally appear in the text are annoying. The style is inconsistent as well: sometimes a paragraph warrants its own 
headline. Other times a tiny icon. Mostly there's nothing at all. It seems to be totally at random. Was the material 
written at different times by the same author or by different authors and put under the same name?This can be fixed.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy J. Nicholas Reffellwow0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Easy to carry around tooBy BoomerGirlInteresting book. Easy to carry around too!

The Little Book of Loony Dictators The Equatorial Guinean president Macias Nguema once initiated a cabinet 
reshuffle by clubbing his foreign minister to death. Idi Amin entertained his fellow African presidents by 
demonstrating how to suffocate someone with a handkerchief. In 1956 Chairman Mao’s Sports Minister recognized a 
new track-and-field event, the hand-grenade throw. Adolf Hitler tried to cure his chronic flatulence by drinking 
machine-gun oil. In a single day in December 1938 ‘Uncle Joe’ Stalin signed 3,182 death warrants. The Little Book of 
Loony Dictators charts the grisly, fantastic, unbelievable abuses of power of the world’s most deranged dictators, from 
Chairman Mao banning The Sound of Music as “a blatant example of capitalist pornography” to Papa Doc Duvalier 
rewriting the Lord’s Prayer for blanket use in Haitian Schools (“Our Doc, who art in the National Palace for life...”). 
From the paranoid to the prejudiced, the megalomaniacs to the money mad, the astounding authentic histories of our 
craziest modern tyrants are all sewn up in this book.


