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Marvin Kitman : The Making of the Prefident 1789: The Unauthorized Campaign Biography  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Making of the Prefident 1789: The 
Unauthorized Campaign Biography: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderfully illuminating: first in war, first in peace, first in the art 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802137350


of creative accounting!By suzymawooThis is a hilarious send-up of our founding father. He notes expense after 
expense "to Wash" which the author notes ended up being a lot of money for laundry. My admiration for our first 
president is immense, especially because he quit after 8 years and turned the presidency over to Adams. But to find out 
he began his tenure as commander of the continental army by selling his gun and buying a horse! Classic! Of course 
asking for his expenses to be covered meant he didn't have to keep begging politicians to pay him for spies and such. 
Although he and his staff did drink an awful lot of Madeira. Enormous fun to read.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy LauraLoved this for research1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrific 
research.By J. CooperOne of the most interesting books on George Washington ever written. Not only the Father of 
our country, he was the Father of the expense account.

George Washington was said to be "First in War, First in Peace." In The Making of the President 1789, humorist 
Marvin Kitman argues that our first president was also the first American leader to ride his personal foibles to political 
greatness. Kitman lampoons the modern "campaign insider" books, asking: "How is it possible that a man with no 
military experience becomes a general? He loses more battles than he wins and becomes a war hero? He has 
absolutely no political opinions in the most sophisticated intellectual period of our history? He has no ambitions, and 
he wins?" Through careful research, Kitman exposes Washington's weaknesses for social climbing and high-stakes 
whist and his relationships with the Founding Girlfriends.

From Publishers WeeklyA biography of George Washington like none other, this revealing portrait brings the 
sanctified first president down to human scale. Iconoclast Kitman ( George Washington's Expense Account ) portrays 
him as an incompetent war general, a wheeler-dealer, a land-grabber, "an intimate of every major financial crook and 
market manipulator." We are told that Prefident Washington (to use the colonial typography) autocratically opposed a 
multi-party system, and that his elevation from Virginia planter to leader was engineered by a Mount Vernon political 
machine. Kitman piles on whimsy and clever anachronisms in an effort to lighten the strong populist thrust of his 
portrayal. There is also much about Washington's false modesty, his drinking habits, his womanizing and his 
extravagant personal spending even when in debt. Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


