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Oliver W. Sacks : The Man Who Mistook his Wife for a Hat and other Clinical Tales  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Man Who Mistook his Wife for a Hat and 
other Clinical Tales: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Amazing bookBy rsh09This book hits on a very important and 
sensitive topic of demyelinating diseases. The stories are very well written. My grandmother had dementia and I gave 
this book to my father when I finished, and he loved it. I would definitely recommend it to everyone interested in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060970790


demyelinating diseases.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Truly Amazing Content, Not Especially 
Well-PresentedBy Kristopher EagerI want to clarify that this rating is for the narrated, audio version of this book, not 
the original print or e-book.While the subject matter and supporting examples are truly fascinating, the narration is 
droll and overly clinical in its tone presenting what is already an overly pedantic style of writing. Dr. Sacks opens a 
door to the layman and offers a sideways glance into conventional psychology and psychiatry with thoughts, ideas, 
observations and evidence regarding truly fascinating psychological conditions and phenomena. Unfortunately, the 
style of prose is often overly academic and so field-specific at times that it can be rather inaccessible to those not well-
versed in the history and nomenclature of his field. At times, the style of prose actually seems so far removed 
culturally that it might be more at home in 19th century fiction.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. sad, 
funnyBy MKTrue case histories, sad, funny, poignant, a good read for anyone interested in the workings and 
diagnosed conditions of the brain and neurological system. The prologue was hard going but the contents of the book 
more than made up for it

A major bestseller and already acclaimed as a science classic, this collection of 20 true tales of individuals stricken 
with astonishing neurological disorders has sold over 70,000 copies. (Pscyhology)

From Publishers WeeklyA neurologist who claims to be equally interested in disease and people, Sacks (Awakenings, 
etc.) explores neurological disorders with a novelist's skill and an appreciation of his patients as human beings. These 
cases, some of which have appeared in literary or medical publications, illustrate the tragedy of losing neurological 
facultiesmemory, powers of visualization, word-recognitionor the also-devastating fate of those suffering an excess of 
neurological functions causing such hyper states as chorea, tics, Tourette's syndrome and Parkinsonism. Still other 
patients experience organically based hallucinations, transports, visions, etc., usually deemed to be psychic in nature. 
The science of neurology, Sacks charges, stresses the abstract and computerized at the expense of judgment and 
emotional depthsin his view, the most important human qualities. Therapy for brain-damaged patients (by medication, 
accommodation, music or art) should, he asserts, be designed to help restore the essentially personal quality of the 
individual. First serial to New York of Books, The Sciences and Science; Reader's Subscription alternate. 
JanuaryCopyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalNeurologist Sacks, author of 
Awakenings and A Leg To Stand On , presents a series of clinical tales drawn from fascinating and unusual cases 
encountered during his years of medical practice. Dividing his text into four parts"losses" of neurological function; 
"excesses"; "transports" involving reminiscence, altered perception, and imagination; and "the simple," or the world of 
the retardedSacks introduces the reader to real people who suffer from a variety of neurological syndromes which 
include symptoms such as amnesia, uncontrolled movements, and musical hallucinations. Sacks recounts their stories 
in a riveting, compassionate, and thoughtful manner. Written on a somewhat scholarly level, the book is highly 
recommended for larger collections. Debra Berlanstein, Towson State Univ. Lib., BaltimoreCopyright 1986 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. "New York Magazine" Dr. Sacks's most absorbing book.... His tales are so compelling that 
many of them serve as eerie metaphors not only for the condition of modern medicine but of modern man. 


