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Terry Lindvall : The Mother of All Laughter: Sarah and the Genesis of Comedy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Mother of All Laughter: Sarah and the Genesis of 
Comedy: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Insightful yet accessibleBy mattBought this book as a gift for my 
wife, but I ended up reading it first. It reads easy but there are great, meaty nuggets here. Awesome.10 of 11 people 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0805430199


found the following review helpful. Breaking winds of religious solemnityBy Terry LindvallWhen C. S. Lewis 
advised writers to translate their theology into the vernacular, I realized that the common tongue of the early twentieth 
century was humor. Thus, with appropriate chutzpah and reckless abandon, I sought to inquire what doctrines like 
Creation, the Fall, Incarnation, Redemption and Community might contribute to our understanding of laughter. And I 
found the biblical character of Sarah, a smart and savvy woman, to be the saint who could teach me. At 90 she gave 
birth to Isaac, whose name in Hebrew means "laughter," thus making her the Mother of all Laughter. I took five verses 
from Genesis that deal with Sarah and laughter and squeezed them until they blessed me with humorous insights. (The 
editors did leave out several jokes, one of them being adapted from an old Catskills' line: Abraham: "Sarah, we've 
waited so long, that God has promised us super sex tonight!" Sarah: "At your age, take the soup.") The work argues for 
an understanding of laughter as based in incongruity (and the reviewer who suggested the Armstrong story was told as 
fact missed my comic tone--it is a tall tale told as authentic report--which makes it funnier to me.), the body (yes, God 
made sex, even if He didn't name the parts) and community. Finally, the book can be used with flannel graph cutouts 
of Abraham and Sarah in various positions of laughing.
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From Publishers WeeklyWhen the superannuated biblical Sarah learned that she would give birth to a son, she burst 
out laughing, and that son's name-Isaac-was forever a testimony to this moment of holy mirth. In The Mother of All 
Laughter: Sarah the Genesis of Comedy, Terry Lindvall argues that there is a biblical place for laughter. At times, he 
lets truth be obscured by a good story (as when he cites the famous Neil Armstrong/"Mr. Gorsky" urban legend as 
fact), but he raises important points about humor for Christians. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


