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A memoir of more than three decades of fishing trips, The Mud Daddy Chronicles follows three journalists and friends 
through the seasons of their lives. Mysterious omens over the years reveal that a supernatural current, an 
environmental warning, courses through these annual weekend quests for fish. Three young men with dreams and 
goals become gray-haired guys with grit and guts. These stolen weekends pile up year after year until the years and 
trips blend one into the other and become decades. All soon realize that a spiritual dimension accompanies these 
pilgrimages for smallmouth bass. Full of fishing tips (as well as plans for a potato launcher, suggestions for lures and 
20+ man-and- a-pan recipes) The Mud Daddy Chronicles is a glimpse into a mystical and remarkable natural world 
while offering a cautionary tale about the environmental threats that haunt our national waterways. The stories and 
recipes in this book prove, too, that nothing is better than a crisp autumn morning on a boat on the water - life-long 
friends nearby, libations at hand and a smallmouth bass tugging on 10-pound test.

"Man oh man, can these boys write. They make it impossible to choose between fishing or 'cookin eatin' as the better 
time. One page in, I was hooked." Karl Kalonka, The Extreme Angler and host of KRAPPIE Kings on the Sportsman 
Channel "The stories and recipes in this book prove that a life worth living is one that involves laughter, adventure and 
sharing a meal with family and friends. Even with these recipes!"  Paula Deen, host of Food Network's "Paula's Home 
Cooking" and "Paula's Party"From the Back CoverA memoir of more than three decades of fishing trips, The Mud 
Daddy Chronicles follows three journalists and friends through the seasons of their lives. Mysterious omens over the 
years reveal that a supernatural current, an environmental warning, courses through these annual weekend quests for 
fish. Three young men with dreams and goals become gray-haired guys with grit and guts. These stolen weekends pile 
up year after year until the years and trips blend one into the other and become decades. All soon realize that a 
spiritual dimension accompanies these pilgrimages for smallmouth bass. Full of fishing tips (as well as plans for a 
potato launcher, suggestions for lures and 20+ man-and- a-pan recipes) The Mud Daddy Chronicles is a glimpse into a 
mystical and remarkable natural world while offering a cautionary tale about the environmental threats that haunt our 
national waterways. The book offers a simple but deep truth: nothing in life is much better than a crisp autumn 
morning on a boat on the water - life-long friends nearby, libations at hand and a smallmouth bass tugging on 10 
pound test.About the AuthorDavid Lowery was an award-winning editorial writer and columnist with the Austin 
American-Statesman in Texas. He earned his Mud Daddy credentials by actually enlisting in the Army in the middle 
of the Vietnam War. “I’m not sure what I was thinking when I did that,” he said. “It seemed like a good idea at the 
time.” John Eckberg was an award-winning business columnist and reporter at the Cincinnati Enquirer. He earned his 
Mud Daddy marks by completely rewiring a ‘60 Chevy bread truck converted into a camper for a cross-country trip 
after high school graduation. No big deal except that he and his pal, Jerry Sliger, were broken down in a KOA 
campground outside Lincoln, Nebraska, and had to hitchhike to the library for a Chevy car wiring diagram, then back 
again. They rewired the truck with no clue if it would really work. It did, and they pressed on with their search for 
America. That, too, seemed like a good idea at the time. And it was. John Erardi was an award-winning former 
columnist and sports writer for the Cincinnati Enquirer. Erardi, three-time Ohio Sports Writer of the Year, earned his 
stars early in his career by wrestling a bear at a shopping mall. Entering the ring with a bag of circus peanuts – 
supposedly Victor the Wrestling Bear’s favorite treat – Erardi found he had a big problem – Victor. The match ended 
when Victor grabbed the backpedaling E-man, dragged him across the ring and held him nose down in a pool of bear 
piss. Erardi isn’t sure what he was thinking when he accepted the assignment, but it was definitely not a good idea. 


