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Leland R. Cooper : The People of the New River: Oral Historiesfrom the Ashe, Alleghany, and Watauga
Counties of North Carolina (Contributionsto Southern Appalachian Studies, 5) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The People of the New River: Oral Histories from the
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Ashe, Alleghany, and Watauga Counties of North Carolina (Contributions to Southern Appalachian Studies, 5):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy harry linebackGreat bookO of O people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy LynneA great resource for our family history.

Said to be one of the oldest riversin the world, the New River begins at two locations in Watauga County in northwest
North Carolina. From there the North and South Forks meander north through Ashe County until they meet near the
Virginiaborder and continue through a corner of Alleghany County before turning north again into Virginia and West
Virginiaand on to the Ohio. Settlers came to the fertile bottom lands along the New River during the 18th and 19th
centuries and many of their descendants still live there today. In this collection of oral histories, 33 people in Ashe,
Alleghany, and Watauga counties--most of whom are in their 70s, 80s, and 90s--share memories of their lives and
work on the New River and their hopes for its future. They tell of floods, snows, sickness, the Great Depression,
education, religion, quilting, weaving and other crafts, and the fight against alarge power company that planned to
flood thousands of acres of land. They also recall how the river has been central to their livesin providing food,
transportation and recreation.

Fifth in McFarland s outstanding Contributions to Southern Appalachian series...wonderful...al levels--Choice Tells
the story of the New River through its people --The Jefferson Post The Coopers have done the best possible job of
revealing what it means and has meant to be from here --Ashe Mountain Times* Tells the story of the New River
through its people’ --The Jefferson Post” The Coopers have done the best possible job of revealing what it means and
has meant to be ‘from here’” --Ashe Mountain TimesAbout the AuthorThe late Leland R. Cooper lived in the Pond
Mountain community of Creston, North Carolina. Mary Lee Cooper livesin Columbus, North Carolina.



