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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Yer name is Jams O'Donnell!By Mark MellonIn "The Poor Mouth," 
rather than take on a multitude of subjects as he handled so brilliantly in At Swim Two Birds," Flann O’Brien satirizes 
the Gaelic novels of the early 20th century that specialized in depicting Irish peasants in the depths of the most 
miserable, unhealthy, boggy, rural existence imaginable. His protagonist, the nobly named Bonaparte O’Coonassa, 
dwells among pigs and sheep in the worst poverty in the beautiful, but unlivable town of Corkodoragha. No misery is 
spared him, from the humiliation of being shamed in school and the town for only speaking Gaelic, to losing his wife 
and tiny, young son, carried off by disease on the same day, to being sent to prison for the rest of his life for a crime he 
didn’t commit. And if you just take the trouble to sit yourself down with a good pint of something with both your 
hooves shoved toward the fire, what a merry romp you’ll find the whole thing to be.24 of 24 people found the 
following review helpful. Not for NationalistsBy Charles J. MarrThis book is an inside joke, and a classic at that. It is 
a grand send up of professional Irish (both at home and abroad). As example, consider a book written in Gaelic 
making sport of the Gaelic movement by means of a Gaelic festival. ( In ourland of the professional ethnic festival, 
this might serve as an effective antidote to "Irish" nights and "Scots weekends.") If you are inclined to romanticize 
villages of the old sod dominated by pigs, mud, rain and potatos, avoid this work. If you want a great classic of the 
jaundiced eye school of literature, read this book. By the way, some of the fun lies in the many parodies of Irish 
literary works in the assorted chapters; knowledge of the genre helps.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
The Poor MouthBy Raymond O'Halloran"The Poor Mouth" was a gift. I never saw this particular edition. However, 
the friend I sent it to, said it was in very nice condition. Thank you. I have read the book before. It's a very funny satire 
on other books that are always putting on "the poor mouth," i.e. always describing things in the bleakest, most poverty-
struck, disease-ridden way ("Angela's Ashes," for instance). It's a good laugh. I recommend the book to anyone who 
likes Celtic humour.

The Poor Mouth relates the story of one Bonaparte O'Coonassa, born in a cabin in a fictitious village called 
Corkadoragha in western Ireland equally renowned for its beauty and the abject poverty of its residents. Potatoes 
constitute the basis of his family's daily fare, and they share both bed and board with the sheep and pigs. A scathing 
satire on the Irish, this work brought down on the author's head the full wrath of those who saw themselves as the 
custodians of Irish language and tradition when it was first published in Gaelic in 1941.

From Library JournalO'Brien's wicked satire on the life of Irish peasant Bonaparte O'Coonassa was published in 
Gaelic in 1941 and translated into English in 1964. This edition contains illustrations by Ralph Steadman. A good 
companion to the MacNamara novel reviewed above.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. O'Brien was 
one of the comic geniuses of the 20th century... The Poor Mouth is wildly funny and Steadman's drawings catch the 
spirit. (Boston Globe)A real writer, with the true comic spirit. (James Joyce)The Poor Mouth sent me into fits of 
giddiness. (James Finn Garner, author of Politically Correct Bedtime Stories)Language NotesText: English 
(translation) 


