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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Portable Voltaire (Portable Library):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. | like that he was not so full of himself as...By Tomas DeM osslf
you'reinto Votaire, you'll want this book. If you're not.... you should be. Voltaire offers something for everyone. Short,
powerful reads filled with hiswisdom. | like that he was not so full of himself as to not have a sense of humor and be
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human.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Chong LinA master of mind to enlighten
human beings from then and even to now.Very educational. Classic book indeed.0 of O people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerTERRIFIC SAMPLER OF THE GREAT MAN

Includes Part One of Candide; three stories; selections from The Philosophical Dictionary, The Lisbon Earthquake,
and other works; and thirty-five letters.

About the AuthorFrangois-Marie Arouet, writing under the pseudonym Voltaire, was born in 1694 into a Parisian
bourgeois family. Educated by Jesuits, he was an excellent pupil but one quickly enraged by dogma. An early rift with
his father—who wished him to study law—Iled to his choice of letters as a career. Insinuating himself into court
circles, he became notorious for lampoons on leading notables and was twice imprisoned in the Bastille.By his mid-
thirties hisliterary activities precipitated afour-year exile in England where he won the praise of Swift and Pope for
his political tracts. His publication, three years later in France, of Lettres philosophiques sur les Anglais (1733)—an
attack on French Church and State—forced him to flee again. For twenty years Voltaire lived chiefly away from Paris.
Inthis, his most prolific period, he wrote such satirical tales as* Zadig” (1747) and “ Candide” (1759). His old age at
Ferney, outside Geneva, was made bright by his adopted daughter, “Belle et Bonne,” and marked by his intercessions
in behalf of victims of political injustice. Sharp-witted and lean in his white wig, impatient with all appropriate rituals,
he died in Parisin 1778—the foremost French author of his day.



