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Gini Scott : The Robber Who Shot Himself in the Face...: ...and 201 More Stupid But True Stories of the 
World's Dumbest Criminals  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Robber Who Shot Himself in the Face...: ...and 201 More Stupid But True Stories of the World's Dumbest 
Criminals: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lame, tame and not too fun. A very poor substitute for Leland 
Gregory's supremely funny books.By AbbyThis book isn't all that funny, mildly (very mildly) amusing at best. The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572487062


main reason why this book packs so few laughs, is because not enough facts and/or details are given to form a vivid 
enough account of any given story found in this book. I recall laughing only once, before I gave up on this 
disappointingly lame little book, about 2/3's the way through it. I recognized a few of these accounts had already been 
covered in Leland Gregory's books, except when he writes about them they're actually funny. I would know, since I 
have about 12 or 13 of his books. Conclusion stick to Gregory or Uncle John's if you actually expect to laugh.....which 
is the whole point.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good bookBy Katie B.i like everyone to read this 
book if they want to laugh and have a good time to find out more just read this book0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Keith PaceThanks.

The 201 criminals ridicules in The Robber Who Shot Himself in the Face might be stupid, bat at least they make the 
police's job easier. The thieves who stole over a dozen GPS devices from a store, which led police right to their 
hideout The drunk driver who managed to run over himself with his own car The drug dealer who described what he 
looks like to the police so they could easily find him And, and of course, the gun-toting robber who tried to hold up a 
store but managed to shoot himself instead 

About the AuthorGini Graham Scott, PhD, JD, is a nationally known writer, consultant, speaker, and workshop leader. 
Originally from New York, she has lived in the San Francisco Bay Area for over 30 years. She received her law 
degree from the Univ. of San Francisco Law School. She has published over 40 books on diverse subjects including 
work relationships, professional and personal development, creativity, conflict resolution, and popular culture.Excerpt. 
© Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Excerpt from Chapter 1: Unbelievable Explanations Stupid criminals 
often get tripped up when they try to give unbelievable explanations for whatever it is they're doing. The following 
stories illustrate the wide range of such inane and insane explanations. Who would believe them? Judge for yourself. A 
drunk was stopped for driving erratically. As the officer approached, suspecting another drunk driver, the man moved 
over into the passenger seat, and when the officer asked for his license and registration, he claimed he wasn't driving. 
It was the man in the back. But since the only "man in the back" was a big teddy bear, the officer quickly took the real 
driver in. The driver of a GMC Yukon in Houston led the police on a twenty-five-mile, forty-minute chase, causing at 
least three wrecks along the way. He only stopped after jumping several curbs and flattening his front tire. He took off 
running and was tackled by a police officer. Why the long chase? The driver's excuse was that his parking brake got 
stuck and he couldn't stop. But the skeptical police soon discovered the real reason. The GMC Yukon was stolen, and 
the driver was on parole. A police officer in Appleton, Wisconsin, stopped two men early one morning in the winter 
when he saw them walking out from behind a local restaurant that had been burglarized the night before. When he 
stopped them for questioning, he discovered they had a collection of likely burglary tools with them, including 
Channellock pliers, a screwdriver, and a flashlight. The men explained they were going to help a friend fix a toilet. But 
when the officer asked them the name of their friend, they couldn't give him a last name, phone number, or address. 
Then, the officer found a large crowbar stuck in a snow bank and the men's footprints in the snow, leading to the back 
doors of several businesses that had also been burglarized the night before. Anthony Chiofalo, a twenty-two-year 
veteran police officer assigned to the Joint Terrorism Task Force, took a random drug test in 2005, and tested positive 
for marijuana. He was suspended without pay and subsequently fired, but tried to fight his suspension by arguing that 
his wife had spiked his meatballs with the illegal substance so he would fail his drug test and be forced to retire. The 
Police Commissioner refused to reinstate him, however, because the excuse was not credible. In another case, a 
worker in Romania was accused of fraud and fired after he tried to get money from his company by claiming his 
mother had just died and he couldn't afford to pay for her funeral. Florin Radu Hretu, 27, from Pascani, Romania, 
asked his employer to lend him $300 to pay for his mother's funeral. His employer was very sympathetic and handed 
over the money. Unfortunately, luck was not on Hretu's side when a few minutes after his employer gave him the 
money, his mother turned up to pay him a visit—very much alive. Needless to say, he didn't get his job back—but he 
still has his mom. A dentist in Woodland Hills, California, Dr. Mark Anderson, was threatened with losing his dental 
license after he was accused of fondling the breasts of twenty-seven female patients. He tried to argue that chest 
massages were an appropriate procedure in certain cases and even claimed that dental journals said that massaging 
pectoral muscles was a treatment for common jaw problems. Unfortunately for Dr. Anderson, he only used this 
treatment for his female patients. In another case, a man convicted of being a serial flasher argued that he couldn't be 
guilty of the crime because his genitals were too small. The case occurred after Michael Carney, 41, of Fleetham 
Grove, England, was charged at the Teesside Crown Court with outraging public decency by flashing in front of six 
different women over a number of years. He argued that he couldn't have exposed himself because he was too 
embarrassed about the size of his penis to expose himself to women. He even showed the court explicit photographs 
taken by his wife that showed his smaller-than-average penis. However, he was soon convicted after the jury found out 
that he was earlier found guilty of sexually assaulting five women, and that on several occasions, he exposed himself 
to passersby while standing naked in front of his window. So, needless to say, whether he had small genitalia or not, 
the jury thought his small genitalia excuse was just a great big lie. In a Florida case, the driver of a car that fled police 



tried to explain his decision to flee by claiming that he thought the package on his lap held a bomb, rather than the 
marijuana it actually contained. The case started when David Bennett was sitting in his car by the woods in Indian 
River County, Florida, at 2:00 a.m., when a sheriff's deputy drove by and thought he seemed suspicious. The deputy 
got out of his car and walked up next to Bennett and saw two bags filled with marijuana sitting on his lap. Before he 
could make an arrest, Bennett stepped on the gas and took off, knocking down the policeman as he went. However, he 
didn't get far before he crashed his car. When the police officer followed Bennett to arrest him, the officer saw Bennett 
throw a bag of drugs into the woods. Eventually, when the case went to trial, Bennett tried to explain away his actions 
by claiming that he thought the package in his vehicle held a bomb. He told the judge that he didn't know it was a 
police officer who was approaching his vehicle, and when the man pulled out a gun and threw a package into Bennett's 
car, he thought it was a bomb and just wanted to get away. Needless to say, the judge didn't believe him, especially 
with Bennett's fourteen prior felony convictions, and Bennett was sentenced to thirty years in prison. So you might say 
Bennett's unbelievable excuse really bombed. 


